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tion, the struggle of ideas, and the individualism of thought-atoms ' ' (p. 
204). This standpoint, the idea of the progress of humanity, Dr. Kann 
confesses, is an ancient fact ; but he thinks it has never been applied so 
extensively in the explanation of the world, nor have such consequences 
been deduced from it as by him. " Where Anaximander has guessed, 
Spinoza laid the foundation, Darwin built," he modestly declares, "there 
I add another story and place a temporary roof over it." 

These theories are grounded upon a naive materialism. The material- 
istic, physical explanation of thought is said to be the only one destined to 
uncover the veils which still conceal our thought-processes from us. 
Thought is explained by the movement of atoms in the brain. Points of 
thought (Gedankenpunkte) are material points which can send out waves. 
Every such point also has the power to filter waves coming from another 
thought-point, to curl waves passing through it, to let them pass through 
unchanged, to deflect them, polarize them, absorb them, reflect them, etc. 
From these points of thought are derived the laws of thought : the conflict 
of ideas, the triumph of selection of the fittest idea, the continued evolu- 
tion of thought as a whole, and of the particular points of thought, selec- 
tion through the sum-total of thought-points which we call the apparatus 
of consciousness, the individualism of the particular thought-points, the 
hypothesis of a struggle for existence in the brain, the result of which is a 
certain state of equilibrium, which, however, is always destroyed by nature, 
making possible further development (p. 140). 

Of course, these ' laws ' do not follow from any knowledge we have of 
the brain ; they are simply read into the brain. The fact is the author 
constructs a philosophy of history upon the theory of evolution, reads this 
into the brain, and then — simply reads it out again. He has never studied 
philosophy, but he can do a good old-fashioned philosophical trick. ' ' Ach ! 
das sind Taschenspielersachen ! ' ' 

Frank Thilly. 
Cornell University. 

Precis raisonn'e de morale pratique, par questions et reponses. Par Andre 
Lalande. Paris, F. Alcan, 1907. — pp. v, 70. 

The French lay great stress on moral instruction in the schools, and 
have published many little books for service in this field. It is not often, 
however, that such a good one is offered as that prepared by Professor 
Lalande. His object in writing it was to place in the hands of the pupils 
in the lyc'ee, and of their parents, a somewhat detailed account of the prin- 
ciples along which their education shall proceed. The little work does not 
aim to present the dogmas of a philosophical school or religion, but a table 
of practical truths, the generally accepted moral rules. Before publishing 
the Precis, the author consulted a number of his colleagues in France, and 
also submitted it to the Societe francaise de philosophic for discussion. 

In the Introduction the author takes up the subject of morality, morality 
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and conscience, and morality and happiness. This is followed by Part I, 
General Rights and Duties, under which head are discussed : Good Will 
and Courage, Personality, Intellectual Duty, Justice and Tolerance, Solid- 
arity, Fraternity, The Moral Life. Part II bears the title, Particular 
Rights and Duties of Children, and treats of the following topics : Particu- 
lar Morality, The Family, Discipline and Instruction, Companions, 
Initiative and the Choice of a Profession. 

The manual is clear and sensible, but there will be some regret that the 
author did not abandon the catechetical method, which has become such a 
firmly established tradition with French writers of books on moral instruc- 
tion. The demand for brevity, emphasis, and clearness, which is Professor 
Lalande's reason for using this method, might have been met without it. 

Frank Thilly. 
Cornell University. 
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